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im&m i ] m i <Dmmm.<Dmm^- * a* e s i 
mm* om^m 2 (Dm&mommr— t? %&f$.-t z> mm 

M^*5tc. fSHigO&BtctttkL/c, V- h?tifcS!S 

(4Bti «fc q'huK^? n/iPgisafc wis L/tms^w 

*3Lf&? £> c i: t -T S El* V s - * ^fig^So 
[M*13] PtimitcfcttSsufB^/^-v 

MfBWI 1 ©iffif&7*— *©HJg&Bfc#j£LTBEHL 
C»*^5] 8&!HBW»g»*#XhMTfTi/\ MfB 

c»*^6] sg 1 (DMmmoiwmT-zfribm 1 ©ft? 

-r— wiMfg 1 (Dm&"r—$i<Dii.B 

«l:0HtjIB^2Oiii®-7 r -^%^-ri.i:tt(c, hnbBS?3 
6 IBI£<D®ff!^- * ^fig^rsfeo 

& c i: «r^® t -r 3 m&m 6 ibs©®^- * 

[I^jRJi9] MIB£gft^£-vi¥£jfSffl^T, 



ttn-t %ct ttftn £-?% imm 6 $m<om® ?- * ± 

C»5R« 1 0 ] fflffigl 1 Olftr- £ 
^Ort, fct 1 0(Dfefijc^{coi/^T(4, ftJIBW/g 

**TU EfejS^tc, MKaSffire> 

l fc c i: t -r § is* « 9 aaiioatfif*- * 

So 

CW^JS 1 2 ] MIB'>^ <ttl o<Dfefiic5>(d:MfeT? 
20 &%>££%:¥fWl£-?zm#J% 1 OSftli l l tzm<DW& 

13] ig i coisftacDiiift f 1 - * * p, m i <d 

K)^m 2 0»«aE0iii«7 f -^«r^Bg-r s« 
fig^rrj > tf a. — ^fcHIl^-y-s fcisb<D-7u A^:IB« 
Lfc3>tfa-^^|XtiBjftl*IBSj«f*-r36oT> Sff 

30 ctic£o. mnzm 2 (Dwrnr— %mm%=i 

[000 1] 

40 /^-fXK^'T/tfcafflStiSSfB^S. 
CO 0 0 2] 

- i^'x- ^ *»*<SS «c (^SR7» # * J: 3 

[0 0 0 3] ±IBLfc«fc^^:^»^mSOS?^a[fectc; 
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¥5 - 9 6 7 9 2^mcnm-$nT^2>t><Dtf&2><, 

[0004] c<Dm i (D-^mx-^ zfv^zv^^/w 

T\ ^ ^ h ;l/-r- * £rms£8?f$!JK<D tf y h v y * 

So 

CO 0 0 5] 

*3<l:WWIi«l^iej3gfl:-rS73ffiA\ TPPA Pr 
inter Software Driver Des 
ignj (HP Journal, June 199 

7) tcie*£nT(,^„ 

[0 0 0 6] CCDXm OTF, H2<D7f?£) Tit. 20 

®m£ k> $><&^Mm&T*m\ ^mmmmzm Lrc&y 
w<vm®m&& « *-isT-zmw<DM®m&®t& 
±imM®m.*7v y?<DM®mic&&LTmti?% 

s) 0 

[0 0 0 7] ±IEL/i<t3fi:, vX^-ifel tf-yhv 

v -fvM® m^was j: zf^mmmmtti&MmmT'iipL 

[0 0 0 8] W±T'I&BJJLfcS! 1 <D7m m2«D7iffi^ 
1 07?ffi«iilHffi$feT% m 2 ©TJffitiiSJgSftj i:fx. 40 

So 

[0 0 0 9] 

tpmmwm ; ss 1 cD77*£=an 



®R ; m 1 ©#j£=&tr> 
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iissg5^*o^ 1 , m 2 <D?j&£ tpram 

is =k mzmmfczmm? s c <t ic & s 0 
[001 1 ] -r&fr-^ 

S&2©#*fc=jtV> 
*f6W=«li»2<o^m 

teaix-^a ; s 1 ©*^=*n 

EMC ;Ii 

[0 0 12] 

1 leaoigB^Tti, m 1 <dm® m^m®?- 
zfrzm 1 <DM®&£>oisi^m2<DM®&<Dm®T-5' 
*^f&?%m®7-z±f83imT*$>-DT, mmm\(Dm 
®T-*(D&Ewmmic. mwm(DQLWicttfcLfz. v 

2 <DW®T-5*±f&-?5 £ tZftWlt LTl/^o 
[0 0 13] I»*^2IB«©%BJ1T'(i, mjiePgli^^ 

[001 4] ii*«3fa«oi§B^T't±, (si-®iWi(ct3 

4J-Sflf[IS^/^^->^r, mam 1 OSiff x-d'cDiim 

[0015] mi£m4im<D5twz'it. m-mmmios 
itsflffffinf^^-^^r, mam 1 <DM®T-*<DMm 

16Btc?=ff£;LTieBLfci:#, SEIA'7^-7^XS 

[0 0 16] »5R^5ffiecr)^T*{i, Buffi^P^m 
h{|i]T-fT^\ WflE^iiSt^ilfttB^gBtCTtf LT 
SflL, HuKPifflS{<OjIffl^nji&T'^nSi:t. $» 
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[0 0 17] »*«6fS«©%WT*(i, fill <D8¥ff jg<D 

mm^'—zfr^m i <Dft?ftja<toiSv^2£o^jacoiii 

tcj;t)s tut 2 (Dmm^— f & i®^^— * £ 

asra^*->s<oms©fB 2 m 

cooi8] smmi tm^mn-vit. mvmmgmm 
#*x M&ijT*m\ mmmmwi*:wmmt)msicttLT 

z - >*»m? zckic&o mzm 2 ©sb»x - * 

[0 0 19] If*«8fB*<D^T'(i, ftigaEHOWft 
[0 0 2 0] »**9SEtt©«WT?H:, MlE&gflHt^ 

[002 i ] m&m i oE«oawpti» miejh i <vm 

ftmkLT^Zo 

[0022] 3ft$gt i i mm.<Dmnx^t. miesi 1 0® 

[0 0 2 3] I»JJ<3H 1 2lE««5gB^T'(±, tijsE'>&< i: 
[00 2 4] gfcglg 1 3IE«^fSB^T'{±, m 1 ©J»®g 



ffifcffli^T, iS£fg*l&SIS[f<:$&-r3fl|fig£, BijlESi 

->*im+&£ tic**)* mism 2 ©sHt^ 

[0 0 2 5] 

10 (3D&#IJ 1 ) Bltt, *IEW«D*1»0!I l ©«j£*ijV$- 0 
©Biflfrr— * . 2 ttHffitfEWSnfcBBffi-v h U >y * 
«, 4fi7 p U > Ff-^T'fet), Hffc-r— * 1 fcBBfflT 
3i:y; Vh7 :, -^4{i7 p 'jy^6rtfcfe^ 0 * 

»wo*«s«>i 1 Tit, m*.&m»&6 0 0 d P i , 

[0 0 2 6] WT, *WW*KWi-*WlcWifiUfc!j£* 

20 osi, ffizo^rffitoi^TH^fflv^TSiwrSo 02 
mmimm wmmm -e&m-tz 4 x 4 <dbb<i 

[0 0 2 7] 03 (a) «, fuIELfclg 1 <07jf£fc<fco 

t, ^ hjisr-zze oodpi v^xz—mmisfc 

&CDx— 2, &3t,^£-r^— i/T— 0 0 d p i t 
(SififiL/'ctOf- *-Z?&3 0 0 4 (a) 

|SIfll(cSi}IELfc^2©75'g6{Cj:oT> 3 0 0 dpi 

to ftt5. £<Dm?l,t. 03 (a) (i, 04 (a) 

[0 0 2 8] 7X^-IH (fe^VHi^fi^) g» 

f±, ^2©73te<73^iiacr)4ei'a:-i>o 
[0 0 2 9] ^ 1 O^rffitefcl^Ttt, 0 3 (a) Of- 
^{cot^T^ili^ffli:, ^-iii^(fi«{i:W/c;-r50 3 
40 (b) (02 tffl— <DV h U -v^X) (Dfflm-? h U ^X 
<Dfflmk*tiM U iiftof-f Ifffitc <t -a t 2 ffift*fT 

tmjr?Z<DT\ PiHfii:LT0 3 (c) g9 
ffitc^LTitl 6®<Di£WfcW&&mk%:Zo Wcr-5> 
ic^LT, Ha8^€rfTt>*l^^-fCtt. 0 3 (d) icjfk 
■fr-Ztf-fVyY-t^fr—Z (0 3 (c) km— ) 
k&Ztclb, -fVyflcttLTlt, 1 6IIx2b i t 
= 32bi t <9-f-*#teiM2n3C t(C^^ 0 
[0 0 3 0] H«»C, S2©7^ffiT'{i, 04 (a) (Df 
so -^(CjhtLT, 0 2©ggffiv HJ y^X^ftffl^-e-Sii 
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4X4 <D7 h V >y ^ X«D 1 / 4 h 'J y £ xtf 
IHtClgffl^tU CZ)fia|T*«:0 4 (b) ©VKy-y^XfC 
J;oT2fi{b^tToT, 0 4 (c) <DPglfflfa^ff§ (0 

4 (a) (DT-$<Dt3lcm&-tZ> 2 x 2<Dt ; -£ (mt 
*B&) (C#LT«, 0 2 4>T*0 4 (b) cDTh>J-y^X 
©fe(C^S-r^2X2£OVhiJ-y^X (Kf§3, 15, 

IK 7) «ffl^tl§) 0 

[003 i] c<Dm2<D?;m<Dm^. mmicnLrm4 

^fT^^i/^^-fcti, ry y'^icMLx 4mmx 2 1 1 
t = 8b i t(D7-zmi&i£*\z>chicr&<o. mm? 

[0 0 3 2] fcfcU %$2<D?5i£l l CiS^Xlt, -/V>^ 
m<D7T-I±V3LTT\ 0 4 (c) <D-r-2£f*CD8?{f! 
mZ2mc?2>fcib. ^J>ht^ff-^lii4 

(d) £&£ 0 &*5, ccD0»JT-«, fi?f|!£E«?StLT 

[0 0 3 3] 05fi, *HfigCT^rittBfl-r^llTfe»?, 0 

5 (a) ti^HSI^JOiS^-^ 1 T&y, MMLfcS! ao 
2<D73f£i:p5|«l{C, 3 00 dpi t*7X?- JS!S)l:fcte 
^ff^^tT^fdt©^-^ (2x2iBlg) T£3o 

**jSSfi3J©IBfi|-7 h U -y^X2{£, 0 5 (b) <D 

^oicmimmn^nx^^o f lt> mm?-* 1 

IflffiV h 'J -y i?X 2 {C<fc oT 0 6 4 $T©Pgp& 

[0 0 3 4] 0 5 (b) (i, gltttf 4 {@<Dffi?lj£> 2 x 2 
<DV h y y ^ XT& 0 , BH^iJ^r^sSc-r 3 4 oWUfiiti, 
02(D7hiJ'^X%2x 2<D-y-7"vhy -y^X4 0{C 
^»L/£i:#^t>-yv h U -y ^XrtcDKKIirlRlCT'S. 30 
3 tf, BlfflAMfi/ll^ V - h 2 tlT t >£. o 

[0 0 3 5] *£ffl^(Cftt*£|BMSt£i!lti\ 0 5 

(a) <d \mm<D-r—z znmm&micftfctzA 

fflOHBffl4:*Jt«LT (Ol;y, 05 (b) ©V-h2 

ilifcx-* (15) ^tKDJtiS-raHfilTh 
'J-y^XOHfiS ( 1 x 5, 9, 13) i:*Jt«U iBflK 

x-* (7) t, ^ntcjhfit.-rsiaffivhy -y^xtDrBS 

fit (3, 7, 11, 15) tZtiffltZo to 
[0 0 3 6] £<D&%:. 0 5 (a) <T>"r—Z Icttfo-f %> 

vgm®.tLxm5 (c) *M#?>n, *©j±«@at4tn 
i mtft&o 

[0 0 3 7] *Sfigf?i|fCt3l/->T{i, 05 (c) fC 

4®^x 3 b i t (5 MM) = 1 2 b i t T* 

[0 0 3 8] f LT> ^mmmiC^Xlt. -7V>9 6 
dfCfi, 2 x 2<D'$m> 4 l5'-yT'&%> 5 0<£>Ejnp&g#i 
i:U 0 5 (a) <D 4 OCDiii*<DS{ig{C«[DL/c: 2 X so 
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[0 0 3 9] B6©ffiF#/<* — Wh'Jy*X<E>&E3R 
(i, 02CDT h 'J y ^X%2 x 2W77 h y -y ^X4 
OfC#8?U h y -y ^7XfC2 x 2©-r-^ (1 

llie^i) fcftffls-efc t0i#5 2x2<D 

[0 0 4 0] f LT, 05 (a) Offl 1 5<D£gISig 
(*91) tC*fLT(i, 0 6©ff<D*i^F*g (*TO 050 

( 1 , 1 , K 1 ) tfjfflKSftSo ffic0iii*t|5l«ltc, 

n, simtc^ij ^h-r^^^— #4 tur, 05 

(d) *tf#e>n5 0 

[0 0 4 1 ] m2«73^T-0 4 (d) <D 

{c*>A>?,5QiIti, m2 07??4J:y tiSiit 
(i*V> 0 L^L, 04 (d) , 3 (d) , 5 (d) *lt 

-^0 5 (d) ^2£D?3 7iJ:y ti^iSK (ffj*tf, 

fcfe, 03 £^4*mm.®&T'mm8m.&\.rmmch 

&T-$?ltWi2<Dj;t££*)lZ£2>CtlcJ3:2>) . 
[0 0 4 2] W±©flRJfCtiV^T, 3 O(07a fficOSQSfiO 

£) o 

[0 0 4 3] 

7X^-SBB ;«l©*ft=4 

tpmm&m m 1 1 6 
*«w= i i 

g2CStt=4 

leaiT 1 -^* ; s i <Dnm= 3 2 

*^9J= 1 2 
**©»««3tai ; S5 1 W*j*=^S 
M2 0^=Sfa 



C0044] 0 7 1±, ^mwMmm 1 osasyo-?- 

t-M'^o xlfx y ^iJOiijft-r'— k " 2 (k 
©2») ffl©V-h*tlfcBBffi©E?iJ*SJRfc-r*mfT 
x n 5U©Hffiv h 'J y *XT-BW«^*LTK«ft*fS 
T Ufyy 1 0 2) , k X kCDWF^/^->k " 2+ 10 

U -y ^X^r#8SLT, k xftx k y^JcDT/y VhT"— £ 

{ciSL/-ch^(± Uf7^i 06, iio), ^n^*n 
osff'r r -^^n+ i mm. m+ imm-¥t>LrciiLWfr<b 

109) i^uffls*»*)jg-ro 

[0 0 4 5] 0<F, D ( i , j ) i£, Hfcf*— 
iff. JU) = (1, j) KfiMl-rST*— M 
(p, q) li, FsflfilVr-y >y^Xtp<£> (*t. JU) = 20 
(p, q ) tCfflB-r SM«E5IJ7»*0» t (i. i) 
tt, D (i. i) {CM (p, q) zftmzittztzicm 
6nSKWat?*D. P (p, q, t ( i , j ) ) «, 
D (i, j) fcWLT#^-r^#, ^;^->?h'J 

[0 0 4 6] V— h^nfcgflfittDE^BJSSfc-r 

^mtTXri^J^DFagflvhU v^Xti, kmffxk n5ijc0 

mfTX n?IJC0^/^->V h U y ^Xt±, k m'ii 
x kny1JcO|gfIVh'J-y^Xfr6, 0 9 <D$m7u— lc 30 

[0 0 4 7] 4*5, Hfifeffl 1 {C*5V">T«:, filf*— 

[0 0 4 8] (*Sg#j2) *fflsfi?l) 1 T*f±, k"2fflcOV 
- h£*ifcP^fI<012?"P&ffl^T k " 2 + 1 

tiL-tzt. (.u&T-*/mm®L) tfm'hk&o&mw) 40 

[00 4 9] BlOtt, ^fi&fflJ 2 SBBffiV h u 

•y * Xffe 0 , 3 <1<D V- h ?n/clSffi<OffiylJ^fflt-'T 

4 mm (o*>63) ^cos^tT^-ff, 4ia*^<DPiia 

■^-^{±8 b i t (= 4iS|gx 2 b i t (4^SI) ) T* 
r$tyfc46, «Ei3S-r- tt^ffim 1 <fc 0 t,/J% 
£<T3C i:#T-#£. 4*5, 0 1 OtD^+r^Thy-y 
?Xte, 0 5 (b) (D&y7^r h V -y *<Dfflm&?\\<D 
*5*1 2 OOff m2-DCDm<D¥-i%m 1 OT'Btm/c 

so 
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[0050] mmm 3 ) ±is t fc^usgm, ^-c ^ 

fC «fc £ 4>MHfflji&£ 2 ©73 ffi «fc t) t ifiSjgfCff ^ t <DT* 
fc£>tf, &»©K!ltS»ftfcfcafflWz?feS, 0 1 1 

BW5atS5 0 011 (a) (i, **ffl]3Tffiffl-*-* 
JIJDCD^MT h U -y ^XT'feO, * EPO&giliiit (05 

(a) <Dmmm\ 5) ©»w»gijiT£i;fcwa (1 5 
-13 = 2)^,011 (b) cD£5i,c&Bmmcmm 

•TSfefe«fctfT©H**c¥#-$ , o*nJ(U 011 (c) 
yvh U •y^X^ffifflT't^o 0 1 2ti, 5W60J3<DaQ 

f'y7"2o 4 ^iiAp^nr^So 

[00 5 1 ] (gfflffll 4 ) ^J&fifiJ 1 (i, 0 2 COT h y -y 
^X^SfcflMf/^-iyvr-y '^X54*Lft^ 0 

1 3tc^-rJ:5&ft§y6<j& K-y h»»SOHIfiiv h 'J -y 
fX^rSfc^^^-yvh'J-y^X^^fig-r^i:, 0 

1 4cDj;a{c, m—mmmicisifzftfyw—-y<DmF\ 

g{*t> K-y h»«S! fcft^o f4t)S, 01 4 feists 
T, 9J*.(£PIMffi 1 fcfcffSLfc 4oo!?f§/^-y^ 
MBH^-r-^WB^faHtc^jS^-BrTEH-rst^ 4 x 
4 <DT h U -y * x#-e£ C nt± K -y h 5tMT'$ 
So 4*5, i 2 h U 7^ X fe K 7 h ^fflSW^ttl 

[0 0 5 2] 0 1 4frP.^e^4<t3fC, "Omt^ — i/ 

vhu •y^x^nifig-rs^^^^— y<oEWi^Ti5ii; 

i:4i>A^, 0 1 4 <D#lJ<Dii^, 7°'J y^P|T'5a«cD 

vhy -y fxto^a^/jN? < t-*« kmm\n, •* h y y 

[00 5 3] (*)56fiRj5) *^T'«, 0^L4 

if^n^^-xDSi^m^y/v-y-fxmk^^o 
[0054] 4*5, 7;i/-y-rxs<oB8fiiThy -y^X 

(CMLTti, roigi taIHa 1 f ton i ng 
Using a Blue Noise MaskJ, 
T. Mitsa and K. Parker, 1991 
International Conference 
on Acoustics, Speech, and 
Signal Processing, Februar 
y and May 1991 / ^XTX^iS 

OHS445) *3<i:t>* TModified Approa 
ch to the Construction of 
a Blue Noise Maskjby M. Y 
aoand K. Parker, Journal of 
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Electronic Imaging, Vol. 
3, No. 1, 92-97, January 1994 

[oo55] 6 ) ±m Ltznmm-eit, 
z 6 mt>mn^2~y^ h u -y *x 3 ^sftLt^ft 

^X3£^>n-KlT3<fc?K#lfiScLT£><}:V\, g 
h V y ^X£:/U ^Zlc&m-ttitfk^ 

[0056] 01 5its nmm6(Dmmyti-^^-h 

~^'Mmm^^< (xf7 7*3o 1) , $m>^z- 
>ic^mtf&%tz Uf'y7'3 0 2) , vm>^-y 

*^MLT7V>hT-*ttlii£l-t2> (X^-y7°3 0 

5) o 20 

[0057] c<D&?ic. ^mmmnt. vgmmzyv 

bJb^C Lfc<D"c\ ft ^ * - V <D^Sfc*f jfc-T sct^ 

[0 0 5 8] (HS60ij7) i:C5T% HU3SL/cS2£D73 
Sti, W^ti"^fffl¥2- 112 9 6 6#l>fgtC^£n3 
<fc5&tf-y h/^^— >cDx>^U— hv-y^>^*%ff 9 
C <t tc J; -o T, 4^-<DX A— z/> r> C ttfpj 
IgT-^^o LfrU tf-y h'<*— y|II±T?f ^Iz-h 30 

[0 0 5 9] fCT, *^«S0IJT'«, &*g-r3ft#^* 

[0 0 6 0] WT, #flJ&Wco^Tt&W-rstf, 
S600dp U «W»2fiI©:/y:/**:ffl^3. $ 

U :**&6MT?ti, 0 1 6{c*vrj:5t;:, R&3ffiF^/< 
^-VtC/S* — (0, 1, 2, 3a, 3b, 4) 

[006 1] n, B17, 18(i, r&j fc^SJS* 

r-;l/7*>h^3 0 0dpi T'^X^-Jggf! 
U StfiS&tJ 1 cDSaS^JHSCcfcoTftenfclf -y r-/<#- 
V £^vr G&*5, **(ilft©HTfe 

Stf, cn*2 0{c»»JL, 0 1 7 It r*j <D£¥#T- so 
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>tf ©ffi 0 A^iSLTt^T, c ©tfraiigi^jife©:^ 

©«iaiB*t? *SCi/P5, BMffi £ L T ti 0 $ It It 4 

[0 0 6 2] Hi 7 <D;fc± ( a ) (C{±, 3 0 0 d p U 
6 0 0 d p i <D#@iig<D+r^X7b^£tlTt/'>T, (b) 
{CH\ 6 0 0dpi ©ffiiig+r^X'fC;ttJ£;Lfc2 x 2<0ft 

TV>5o (b) ^icit. **SSflajtc*5^S, RF# 

^ * - > CD -9- >f X *5 <fc tfffiFJf > - > P © -9" Xtf^ 2 

[0 0 6 3] ccdWc&^tW:, ag!?^^-y^ 
t? 4 Otf)ft^#— >friE> J«5IE#JB©i£B!RF#/<$f— 
Vif*, GfflmiDiEJiBcDftmZm'Sfi— ygf (0i 
9) fcJSteU -gfLfcit^fcti, ai^^-yaf 
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CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim l]It is an image data generation method which generates image data of the 2nd 
resolution higher than the 1st resolution from image data of the 1st resolution, Two or 
more sorted thresholds corresponding to a position of this pixel are used for every noticed 
picture element of said 1st image data, An image data generation method generating said 
2nd image data by changing a pixel value into a gradation number and referring to a 
predetermined code pattern corresponding to a position and said changed gradation 
number of said pixel. 

[Claim 2]The image data generation method according to claim 1 applying an error 
diffusion process at the time of said gradation number conversion. 

[Claim 3]The image data generation method according to claim 1 characterized by this 
arrangement serving as dot distributed type when said code pattern in the same gradation 
value has been arranged corresponding to a picture element position of said 1st image data. 
[Claim 4]The image data generation method according to claim 1 characterized by this 
arrangement serving as a blue noise type when said code pattern in the same gradation 
value has been arranged corresponding to a picture element position of said 1st image data. 
[Claim 5]The image data generation method according to claim 1 characterized by making 
said gradation number into a exponentiation of n when said gradation number conversion 
is performed by the host side, said gradation number is transmitted to an image output 
device and transmission of said gradation number is performed with n base. 
[Claim 6]In an image data generation method which generates image data of the 2nd 
resolution higher than the 1st resolution from image data of the 1st resolution, Two or 
more sorted thresholds corresponding to a position of this pixel are used for every noticed 
picture element of said 1st image data, By changing a pixel value into a gradation number 
and referring to the 1st predetermined code pattern corresponding to a position and said 
changed gradation number of said pixel, An attention code pattern group of specified shape 
which is an image data generation method which generates said 2nd image data, and 
comprises a code pattern corresponding to said noticed picture element, and a code pattern 
corresponding to said 1st image data of a prescribed number, An image data generation 
method characterized by changing the 2nd predetermined code pattern of said attention 
code pattern group into the 3rd code pattern when a specific code pattern group is 
compared and it is in agreement. 
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[Claim 7]Perform said gradation number conversion by the host side, transmit said 
gradation number to an image output device, and this image output device generates said 
2nd image data by referring to a code pattern corresponding to said gradation number, and. 
The image data generation method according to claim 6 making a change to said 3rd code 
pattern. 

[Claim 8]The image data generation method according to claim 6, wherein said 3rd code 
pattern that is the target of said change differs from all of said 1st predetermined code 
pattern. 

[Claim 9]The image data generation method according to claim 6 characterized by 
comparing an attention code pattern group and a specific code pattern group of this 
plurality using said attention code pattern group two or more. 

[Claim 10]When said 1st image data has two or more color components and compares an 
attention code pattern group and a specific code pattern group of said specified shape for 
this every color component, The image data generation method according to claim 6 
characterized by making the number of said specific code pattern groups less than the 
number of specific code pattern groups of other color components about at least one color 
component among said color components. 

[Claim 11] When said 1st image data has two or more color components and compares an 
attention code pattern group and a specific code pattern group of this plurality for this 
every color component, using said attention code pattern group two or more, The image 
data generation method according to claim 9 characterized by making the number of said 
attention code pattern groups less than the number of attention code pattern groups of 
other color components about at least one color component among said color components. 
[Claim 12]The image data generation method according to claim 10 or 11, wherein said at 
least one color component is yellow. 

[Claim 13]It is the recording medium which recorded a program for making a computer 
realize a function which generates image data of the 2nd resolution higher than the 1st 
resolution from image data of the 1st resolution and in which computer reading is possible, 
A function to change a pixel value into a gradation number using two or more sorted 
thresholds corresponding to a position of this pixel for every noticed picture element of said 
1st image data, A recording medium which recorded a program for making a computer 
realize a function which generates said 2nd image data by referring to a predetermined 
code pattern corresponding to a position and said changed gradation number of said pixel 
and in which computer reading is possible. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention]This invention picture information about the recording medium 
which recorded the intermediate color processing, image data generation method, and 
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image data generation processing program which carry out definition conversion as data 
for output units, It is the art applied to device drivers, such as an application program, a 
display driver, and a printer driver. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art]By the spread of computers, the complicated document having 
contained vector data, such as a text and graphics, and image data, such as natural 
drawing, can create now easily. The resolution of a printer is also improving so that such a 
document can be printed by high definition, but [ as a result ] the data volume which 
should transmit to a printer increased and increase of processing time or transfer time is 
caused. 

[0003]Typical methods in the case of outputting a document which was described above 
using the printer which has predetermined resolution and gray- scale -representation 
capability (the following, the 1st method) include some which are indicated, for example to 
JP,5-96792,A. 

[0004]In this 1st method, within a printer driver, while carrying out raster deployment of 
the vector data as bit map data of prescribed resolution, After performing definition 
conversion to prescribed resolution to image data, such as natural drawing, gradation 
number conversion (intermediate color processing) to the number of specified floor tones is 
performed to both, and the data after gray scale conversion (after intermediate color 
processing) is transmitted to a printer. Therefore, in order to raise print speed, raster 
deployment, definition conversion, and intermediate color processing need to be 
accelerated, and it can come, simultaneously the data transfer to a printer also needs to be 
accelerated. 
[0005] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention]Then, the method of accelerating raster 
deployment and intermediate color processing is indicated to "PPA Printer Software Driver 
Design" (HP Journal, June 1997). 

[0006]In order to accelerate raster deployment and intermediate color processing in this 
method (the following, the 2nd method), Raster deployment and definition conversion of 
image data are performed in resolution lower than the resolution of a printer, After 
performing intermediate color processing, it transmits to a printer, and the firmware of a 
printer is used, and it is the whole definition conversion (in order to distinguish from the 
definition conversion of an image data simple substance), this --" of whole following" - 
calling -- it carries out, and the above-mentioned low resolution is changed into the 
resolution of a printer, and is outputted (in addition, in the literature shown above, raster 
deployment of the text is carried out in one half of the resolution of a printer, and changing 
the resolution of a text twice using firmware is indicated). 

[0007]As a result of reducing the data volume which should be processed if raster 
deployment, definition conversion of a bit map, and intermediate color processing are 
performed with a low resolution as described above, improvement in the speed is attained. 
However, when definition conversion is performed to the data after intermediate color 
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processing, after performing definition conversion, compared with the case where 
intermediate color processing is performed, image quality deteriorates easily clearly. 
[0008]becoming the following tendencies if the 1st method and the 2nd method which were 
explained above are compared briefly - an outline - "-- the 1st method is image quality 
priority and the 2nd method can be said to be speed priority." 
[0009] 



[0010]This invention was made in consideration of the above-mentioned situation, and the 
purpose of this invention, Raster deployment and the definition conversion of an image are 
quicker than the 1st and 2nd conventional method, It is in providing the image data 
generation method and recording medium which serve as middle of the 1st and 2nd 
conventional method about intermediate color processing, the amount of data transmitting, 
and image quality and which have both strong point and perform intermediate color 
processing and the whole definition conversion simultaneously. 



[OOlllnamely 
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[0012] 

[Means for Solving the Problem]In order to attain said purpose, in the invention according 
to claim 1. It is an image data generation method which generates image data of the 2nd 
resolution higher than the 1st resolution from image data of the 1st resolution, Two or 
more sorted thresholds corresponding to a position of this pixel are used for every noticed 
picture element of said 1st image data, It is characterized by generating said 2nd image 
data by changing a pixel value into a gradation number and referring to a predetermined 
code pattern corresponding to a position and said changed gradation number of said pixel. 
[0013]In the invention according to claim 2, it is characterized by applying an error 
diffusion process at the time of said gradation number conversion. 

[0014]In the invention according to claim 3, when said code pattern in the same gradation 
value has been arranged corresponding to a picture element position of said 1st image data, 
it is characterized by this arrangement serving as dot distributed type. 

[0015]In the invention according to claim 4, when said code pattern in the same gradation 
value has been arranged corresponding to a picture element position of said 1st image data, 
it is characterized by this arrangement serving as a blue noise type. 

[0016]In the invention according to claim 5, when said gradation number conversion is 
performed by the host side, said gradation number is transmitted to an image output 
device and transmission of said gradation number is performed with n base, it is 
characterized by making said gradation number into a exponentiation of n. 
[0017]In an image data generation method which generates image data of the 2nd 
resolution higher than the 1st resolution from image data of the 1st resolution in the 
invention according to claim 6, Two or more sorted thresholds corresponding to a position 
of this pixel are used for every noticed picture element of said 1st image data, By changing 
a pixel value into a gradation number and referring to the 1st predetermined code pattern 
corresponding to a position and said changed gradation number of said pixel, An attention 
code pattern group of specified shape which is an image data generation method which 
generates said 2nd image data, and comprises a code pattern corresponding to said noticed 
picture element, and a code pattern corresponding to said 1st image data of a prescribed 
number, When a specific code pattern group is compared and it is in agreement, it is 
characterized by changing the 2nd predetermined code pattern of said attention code 
pattern group into the 3rd code pattern. 

[0018]In the invention according to claim 7, perform said gradation number conversion by 
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the host side, transmit said gradation number to an image output device, and this image 
output device generates said 2nd image data by referring to a code pattern corresponding 
to said gradation number, and. It is characterized by making a change to said 3rd code 
pattern. 

[0019]In the invention according to claim 8, said 3rd code pattern that is the target of said 
change is characterized by differing from all of said 1st predetermined code pattern. 
[0020]In the invention according to claim 9, it is characterized by comparing an attention 
code pattern group and a specific code pattern group of this plurality, using said attention 
code pattern group two or more. 

[002l]When said 1st image data has two or more color components and compares an 
attention code pattern group and a specific code pattern group of said specified shape for 
this every color component by the invention according to claim 10, About at least one color 
component, it is characterized by making the number of said specific code pattern groups 
less than the number of specific code pattern groups of other color components among said 
color components. 

[0022] When said 1st image data has two or more color components and compares an 
attention code pattern group and a specific code pattern group of this plurality for this 
every color component by the invention according to claim 11, using said attention code 
pattern group two or more, About at least one color component, it is characterized by 
making the number of said attention code pattern groups less than the number of attention 
code pattern groups of other color components among said color components. 
[0023]In the invention according to claim 12, it is characterized by said at least one color 
component being yellow. 

[0024] It is the recording medium which recorded a program for making a computer realize 
a function which generates image data of the 2nd resolution higher than the 1st resolution 
from image data of the 1st resolution in the invention according to claim 13 and in which 
computer reading is possible, A function to change a pixel value into a gradation number 
using two or more sorted thresholds corresponding to a position of this pixel for every 
noticed picture element of said 1st image data, By referring to a predetermined code 
pattern corresponding to a position and said changed gradation number of said pixel, it is 
characterized by being the recording medium which recorded a program for making a 
computer realize a function which generates said 2nd image data and in which computer 
reading is possible. 
[0025] 

[Embodiment of the InventionlHereafter, one example of this invention is concretely 
described using a drawing. 

(Example l) Drawing 1 shows the composition of Example 1 of this invention. 1 in a figure 
Raster deployment or the image data after carrying out definition conversion, The 
threshold matrix by which the threshold was arranged 2, the code pattern storage for 
which the code pattern was stored 3, and 4 are printing data, the image data 1 and a 
threshold matrix are in the processing unit 5, and the code pattern storage 3 and the 
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printing data 4 are in the printer 6. In Example 1 of this invention, the printer of 
resolution 600dpi and a gradation number binary is used as an output unit, for example. 
[0026]The 1st and 2nd conventional method hereafter mentioned above before explaining 
this invention is explained using figures. Drawing 2 shows the threshold matrix of 4x4 
used by gradation number conversion (intermediate color processing). Each pixel of the 
data of a matrix takes the values (multiple value in which each pixel is 4 bits) from 0 to 15, 
for example. 

[Q027l Drawing 3 (a) is data after carrying out raster deployment of the vector data by 
600dpi by the 1st above mentioned method, or data after carrying out definition conversion 
of the image data to 600dpi. Drawing 4 (a) shows raster deployment or data after carrying 
out definition conversion by 300dpi by the 2nd method similarly described above. In this 
example, drawing 3 (a) is the same thing as the case where the definition conversion of 
drawing 4 (a) is doubled by a publicly known these days side method. 

[0028]Since the throughput of the raster deployment [ itself] (or definition conversion) is 
proportional to the square of resolution in general, the throughput of raster deployment (or 
definition conversion) of the 1st method will be 4 times the throughput of the 2nd method. 
[0029]In the 1st method, each pixel value is compared with the threshold of the threshold 
matrix of drawing 3 (b) corresponding to each picture element position, and the (same 
matrix as drawing 2) about the data of drawing 3 (a), and binary "ization is performed with 
a publicly known dither method. Since the value of the pixel which has a value beyond a 
threshold is outputted with 1 in the case of this example, drawing 3 (c) is obtained as a 
gradation value, but a total of 16 comparison operations is needed to a threshold. Since it 
becomes data (the same as that of drawing 3 (c)) which the data shown in drawing 3 (d) 
should print in not performing compression etc. to this day evening, to a printer, 2 bits [ 16 
pixels x ] = 32 bits data will be transmitted. 

[0030]Similarly, by the 2nd method, when making the threshold matrix of drawing 2 act to 
the data of drawing 4 (a). One fourth of the matrices of the matrix of 4x4 are used in order, 
and the matrix of drawing 4 (b) performs binary-ization in this example, The gradation 
value of drawing 4 (c) is acquired (to the data (a figure is omitted) of 2x2 which adjoins the 
right of the data of drawing 4 (a), the matrix (thresholds 3, 15, 11, and 7) of 2x2 which 
adjoins the right of the matrix of drawing 4 (b) in drawing 2 is used). 

[003l]Since a total only of four comparison operations is performed to a threshold in the 
case of this 2nd method, there is little time which intermediate color processing takes 
compared with the 1st method. When not performing a data compression etc., 2 bits [ 4 
pixels x ] = 8 bits data will be transmitted to a printer, and there are also few amounts of 
data transmitting. 

[0032]However, in the 2nd method, it is the firmware by the side of a printer, and in order 
to double the resolution of the whole data of drawing 4 (c). the data which should be 
printed serves as drawing 4 (d). In this example, a publicly known these days side method 
is used as a definition conversion method. 

[Q033l Drawing 5 is a figure explaining this example, and drawing 5 (a) is the image data 1 
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of this example, and is data (2x2 pixels) after performing raster deployment or definition 
conversion by 300dpi like the 2nd method mentioned above. The threshold is arranged like 
drawing 5 (b) in the threshold matrix 2 of this example. And the image data 1 is changed 
into the gradation numbers from 0 to 4 by the threshold matrix 2. 

[Q034] Drawing 5 (b) is a matrix of 2x2 of four arrangement of an element, and the 
threshold is sorted by **** although four thresholds which constitute arrangement are the 
same as the threshold within each submatrix when the matrix of drawing 2 is decomposed 
into four submatrices of 2x2. 

[0035]The gradation number conversion in this example compares the data of 1 pixel of 
drawing 5 (a) with the threshold of four pieces corresponding to the picture element 
position (comparing in order the threshold which is got blocked and by which drawing 5 (b) 
was sorted), and makes a gradation value (number-of-times of comparison- 1) until a 
threshold exceeds picture element data. That is, for example, image data (15) is compared 
with the threshold (l, 5, 9, 13) of the threshold matrix to which it corresponds, and image 
data (7) is compared with the threshold (3, 7, 11, 15) of the threshold matrix corresponding 
to it. 

[0036]As a result, drawing 5 (c) will be obtained as a gradation number corresponding to 
the data of drawing 5 (a), and that number of times of comparison will be a total of 11 times. 
[0037]In this example, although the gradation value shown in drawing 5 (c) is transmitted 
to the printer 6, the data volume is 3 bits [ 4 pixels x ] (5 gradation) = 12 bits. 
[0038]And in this example, five arrangement which is the code patterns of 2x2 is made into 
an element at the printer 6 side, and the code pattern matrix (drawing 6) of 2x2 
corresponding to each position of four pixels of drawing 5 (a) is provided in the code pattern 
storage 3. 

[0039]Each element of the code pattern matrix of drawing 6 sorts the pattern of 2x2 which 
can be taken in order of a gradation number, when the matrix of drawing 2 is decomposed 
into four submatrices of 2x2 and the data (l pixel 16 gradation) of 2x2 is made to act on 
each submatrix. A code pattern is equivalent to the code book in vector quantization. 
[0040]And to the noticed picture element (* seal) of the value 15 of drawing 5 (a), five code 
patterns in the thick line in drawing 6 (* seal) correspond, and the code pattern (l, 1, 1, l) 
surrounded in firmware by the double line corresponding to the gradation value 4 of the 
noticed picture element is chosen. Drawing 5 (d) is obtained as the data 4 which the code 
pattern corresponding to the position and gradation value of the pixel is chosen, and 
should print other pixels eventually in a similar manner. 

[004l]In this example, in order for reference of a code pattern to perform processing 
equivalent to the definition conversion for [ whole ] obtaining the final data of drawing 4 
(d) by the 2nd method, the processing concerning "the whole definition conversion" is not 
more nearly high-speed than the 2nd method. However, final data drawing 5 (d) according 
to the method of this example if drawing 4 (d). 3 (d), and 5 (d) are compared, so that clearly, 
The 1st method may be matched in high definition (for example, the story tonality of 
original data is saved better) rather than the 2nd method (in this example, since it was 
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easy, drawing 3 and drawing 4 were made the relation which carried out definition 
conversion by the these days side method, but.). When both relation is not so, the last day 
evening of this example will be inferior to the 2nd method. 

[0042]In the above example, when the comparison result of the throughput of three 
methods is summarized simply, it is as follows (the throughput of intermediate color 
processing is approximated by the number of times of comparison with a threshold). 
[0043] 



Therefore, it can be said that this example is a method having the strong point of both the 
1st method and the 2nd method. 

[Q044l Drawing 7 is a processing flow chart of Example 1 of this invention. Carry out 
gradation number conversion by the threshold matrix of the m line xn sequence which 
makes an element arrangement of the threshold by which k A 2 (square of k) individual was 
sorted in the image data of the x line xy sequence, and a gradation number is obtained 
(Step 102), With reference to the code pattern matrix of the m line xn sequence which 
makes an element arrangement of k A 2+l code pattern of kxk, the printing data of a kx line 
xky sequence are obtained (Step 103). When the right end of a matrix and a lower end are 
arrived at, image data is similarly processed from (Steps 106 and 1 10) and the position 
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shifted m+1 pixel n+1 pixel, respectively, and the same processing is repeated until it 
reaches the lower end of image data (Step 109). 

[0045]D (i, j) is data located in = (a line, a sequence) (i, j) in image data among a figure, and 
M (p, q), Are a threshold array located in = (a line, a sequence) (p, q) in a threshold matrix, 
and t (i, i), It is a gradation number obtained when M (p, q) is made to act on D (i, i), and P 
(p, q, t (i, j)) is one code pattern in a code pattern matrix which should be referred to to D (i 
j). 

[0046]The threshold matrix of the m line xn sequence which makes arrangement of the 
sorted threshold an element, It can create by the process flow of drawing 8 from the 
threshold matrix of a km line xkn sequence, and the code pattern matrix of an m line xn 
sequence can be created by the process flow of drawing 9 from the threshold matrix of a km 
line xkn sequence. 

[0047]In Example 1, in order to maintain the aspect ratio of original data, the size of the 
code pattern is made into kxk, but when there is no necessity for maintenance, an aspect 
ratio should just create the code pattern which is not 1. 

[0048](Example 2) In Example 1, conversion to k A 2+l gradation was performed using the 
arrangement of the sorted threshold of k A 2 pieces. Usually, when data transfer to a printer 
is constituted so that a gradation number may become a exponentiation of 2 here since it is 
performed with a binary system, (data transmitting/gradation number) serves as the 
minimum, and its transfer efficiency is good. 

[0049]Since the gradation data for 4 pixels can be managed with 8 bits (= 4 pixels x 2 bits 
(4 gradation)) if drawing 10 is a threshold matrix which constitutes Example 2 and 
conversion to 4 gradation (0-3) is performed using the arrangement of the sorted threshold 
of three pieces, (Data transmitting/gradation number) can be made smaller than Example 
1. Each submatrix of drawing 10 replaces the value of two centers of the threshold array of 
each submatrix of drawing 5 (b) by one average value of this 2 ** value. 
[0050] (Example 3) Although the above-mentioned example performs intermediate color 
processing by a dither method at high speed than the 2nd method, it is applicable also to a 
publicly known error diffusion method. Drawing 11 is a figure explaining Example 3 at the 
time of applying this invention to an error diffusion method. Drawing 11 (a) is an error 
matrix of the common knowledge used in Example 3, * Add the error (15-13=2) produced in 
gradation number conversion of the noticed picture element (pixel value 15 of drawing 5 

(a) ) of a seal by halves to the right which adjoins a noticed picture element like drawing 11 

(b) , and a lower pixel, and perform gradation number conversion further to the noticed 
picture element (* seal) of the data shown in drawing 11 (c). This example can also use the 
same code pattern matrix as drawing 6 . Drawing 12 shows the process flow of Example 3, 
and Step 204 which distributes an error to processing of drawing 7 further is added. 
[0051] (Example 4) Although Example 1 generated the code pattern matrix based on the 
matrix of drawing 2, If a code pattern matrix is generated based on the typical threshold 
matrix of dot distributed type as shown in drawing 13. the arrangement of the code pattern 
in the same gradation value itself will serve as dot distributed type like drawing 14 . That 
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is, in drawing 14 . if four code patterns corresponding to the gradation value 1 are made to 
correspond to the picture element position of original image data and are arranged, the 
matrix of 4x4 will be made, but this is dot distributed type. It has dot distributed type 
character [ the matrix of drawing 2 1 . 

[0052]Since all the arrangement of the code pattern which constitutes a code pattern 
matrix becomes the same so that clearly from drawing 14 . in the case of the example of 
drawing 14 . by holding only five kinds of code patterns by the printer side, While capacity 
of a code pattern matrix can be made small, it becomes high-speed [ reference of a matrix ]. 
[0053] (Example 5) It is also possible to generate a code pattern matrix by this invention 
again based on the publicly known blue noise type threshold matrix (random in the 
arrangement of a threshold) which is not illustrated. In this case, the arrangement of the 
code pattern in the same gradation value itself serves as a blue noise type. And in this 
example, the image quality which may rival error diffusion in the same processing speed as 
a dither method can be obtained. 

[0054]About a blue noise type threshold matrix, "DigitalHalftoning Using, a Blue Noise 
Mask" and T.Mitsa. and KParker, 1991 International Conference on Acoustics, Speech, 
and Signal Processing, and February and May. 1991 (principle of the blue noise mask 
method, etc.) and "Modified Approach to the Construction of a Blue Noise Mask" by 
M.Yaoand KParker, and Journal. Please refer to ofElectronicImaging, Vol.3, No.l, 92-97, 
and January 1994 (method of creating a blue noise mask, etc.). 

[0055] (Example 6) Although the printer 6 side held the code pattern matrix 3, it may 
constitute from an above-mentioned example so that the code pattern matrix 3 may be 
downloaded from the processing unit 5 (host) side. In changing the threshold matrix used 
for gradation number conversion, it accompanies by change of a code pattern. A host 
should just transmit a code pattern matrix to a printer in advance of transmission of 
gradation data in these cases. 

[Q056] Drawing 15 is a processing flow chart of Example 6. Before starting a print, a code 
pattern the host 5 Not ending with transmitting but the (step 301), When there is change 
to a code pattern (Step 302), a code pattern is transmitted to the printer 6 (Step 303), Then, 
a host transmits a gradation value to a printer (Step 304), and the printer 6 outputs 
printing data with reference to the code pattern corresponding to the transmitted 
gradation value (Step 305). 

[0057]Thus, in this example, since the amount of data transmitting could be reduced since 
the gradation number was transmitted to image output devices, such as a printer, and the 
code pattern was made downloadable, it can respond to change of a code pattern. 
[0058](Example 7) and the 2nd method mentioned above in time can perform smoothing of 
a jaggy by performing template matching of a bit pattern as shown, for example in 
JP,2-112966,A. However, in performing template matching by bit patterns, a throughput 
increases and there is a problem of being easy to cause a speed fall. 

[0059]So, in this example, the method of performing smoothing of a jaggy at high speed is 
proposed by performing template matching of the code pattern mentioned later, and 
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[0060] Hereafter, although this example is described, also in this example, the printer of 
resolution 600dpi and a gradation number binary is used as an output unit like Example 1. 
The threshold matrix to assume is the same as that of drawing 2 . and uses the same code 
pattern matrix as drawing 14 . However, in this example, as shown in drawing 16 . what 
gave the pattern number (0, 1, 2, 3a, 3b, 4) to a different code pattern is used. The 
monochrome picture of a black chisel is assumed as original image data. 
[006l]Now, drawing 17 and 18 carry out raster deployment of the vector font of the black 
character "sentence" by 300dpi, and the bit pattern (code pattern) acquired by the 
procedure of Example 1 is shown (in addition, although it is originally one figure). This is 
divided into two, drawing 17 is a left half of a "sentence", and drawing 18 is a right half of a 
"sentence." The value 0 in a code pattern supports the portion with the white value 1 in a 
code pattern, and in this example, since it is a processing result of a deep black character, 
as a gradation value, it is a gray portion with either 0 or 4. 

[0062]The size of each pixel of 300dpi and 600dpi is shown in the upper left (a) of drawing 
17, and the row of the code pattern of 2x2 corresponding to the pixel size of 600dpi and the 
row of the pattern number are shown in it at (b). In (b), the size of a code pattern in this 
example and the size of the code pattern group are shown. 

[0063]In this example, the attention code pattern group of the square which comprises four 
code patterns containing an attention code pattern is compared with the specific code 
pattern group (drawing 19) of six kinds of squares, and when in agreement, an attention 
code pattern group is changed into the code pattern group shown in drawing 20. 
respectively. As for the shown portion, three of the code patterns (code pattern containing 
black) after change of drawing 20 do not exist in drawing 16 so that clearly from drawing 
16, although it is black in drawing 20. and the changed position in a code pattern is shown. 
That is, although the code pattern of drawing 20 (e) exists as the pattern number 1 of 
drawing 16, there is no code pattern of drawing 20 (c). (d), and (£) into the pattern of 
drawing 16 . 

[0064]Therefore, it is used in this example, adding three code patterns (pattern numbers 
lb, lc, and Id) shown in drawing 21 . Since duplication arises in a code pattern so that 
clearly from drawing 16. the pattern number which eliminated duplication beforehand is 
defined as shown in drawing 16 and drawing 21 . When the increase in the number of code 
patterns is not preferred, selection of not adding a code pattern is also possible. 
[0065]Here, when the attention code pattern group of drawing 19 (a) is taken for an 
example, the relation between drawing 19 and drawing 20 is as follows. The specific code 
pattern group of drawing 19 (a) forms the permutation of a pattern number called 0, 4, 0, 
and 4 in the counterclockwise direction from the 1st quadrant. So, this is changed into the 
pattern number sequence (code pattern group) of Id, 4, lb, and 4 which are shown in 
drawing 20 (a) when an attention code pattern group forms the pattern number sequence 
of 0, 4, 0, and 4 in the counterclockwise direction from the 1st quadrant. 
[0066]In this example, as how to take the attention code pattern group (window for 
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comparison) to one attention code pattern (* seal of drawing 17 (c)). Four kinds (the thick 
line A, the double line B, the dotted line C, the triplet D), A, B, C, and D which are shown 
in drawing 17 (c), are adopted, and as how to take the attention code pattern itself, the 
lengthwise direction and the transverse direction are carried out to every other one as 
shown in * seal of drawing 17 (d) (it is because every other one is enough). The lattice 
arranged at drawing 17 and the 18 whole is in agreement with how to take the attention 
code pattern group A to * seal of drawing 17 (d). 

[0067]In this example, the attention code pattern group (window for comparison) A is 
taken, to one attention code pattern, when in agreement with a specific code pattern group 
(drawing 19), an attention code pattern group is changed into drawing 20 . and as compared 
with the attention code pattern group B, ************ i s repeated further. 
[0068]Since change of the code pattern in the attention code pattern group A does not 
affect the comparison and change in the attention code pattern group B in this example, It 
takes with A, B, C, and D to one attention code pattern, and the disposal method of moving 
to the following attention code pattern after changing, comparison and also takes and 
compares A to all the attention code patterns, B is taken and compared to all the attention 
code patterns, and the result is the same also at flume **********. 

[0069]Then, drawing 22 shows the processing result at the time of taking the attention 
code pattern group (window for comparison) A about all the attention code patterns, and 
shows the code pattern in which the black portion was changed. This shows that smoothing 
of a jaggy is made and there is an effect of a grade that the window for comparison is also 
only one case. 

[0070]Similarly, the lattice of drawing 23 which showed the processing result at the time of 
taking the attention code pattern group (window for comparison) B about all the attention 
code patterns, and has been arranged at drawing 17 and the 18 whole corresponds with 
how to take the attention code pattern group B to * seal of drawing 17 (d). 11 to 25 in a 
figure portions show the newly changed code pattern. 

[0071] Similarly, drawing 24 and the processing result to which the attention code pattern 
group (window for comparison) D was taken are drawing 25 figures, and the processing 
result which took the attention code pattern group (window for comparison) C shows the 
code pattern in which the portion of 31 to 48 and the portions of 51-62 were newly changed, 
respectively. It is clear that the effect's of the part which uses two or more windows for 
comparison, and smoothing it is large. 

[0072]Thus, according to this example, it turns out easy and that the remarkable 
smoothing effect is demonstrated by the simple method of comparison and detection of only 
six specific patterns (although the portion which evil produces by smoothing also exists, of 
course). It is small if it sees from the whole effect. And since it is a simple method, it 
becomes possible to perform smoothing at high speed. 

[0073]What is necessary is to compare only the attention pattern group which can be taken 
in that case in the end of original image data, although four attention code pattern groups 
(window for comparison) may be unable to be taken altogether. 
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[0074] Drawing 26 is the processing flow chart of Example 7 explained above. First, the 
gradation number corresponding to a noticed picture element is obtained by the method 
explained in Example 1 (Step 401). The above-mentioned gradation number conversion is 
performed by the host side, and a gradation number is transmitted to a printer from a host 
(Step 402). 

[0075]The following processings are performed by the printer. That is, the pattern number 
of a noticed picture element is obtained with reference to the code pattern matrix (drawing 
16) corresponding to a gradation number (Step 403). The above-mentioned processing is 
performed about all the noticed picture elements (Step 404). 

[0076]When all the attention code pattern group and all the specific code pattern groups 
(drawing 19) of A-D are compared (Step 405) and it is in agreement about an attention code 
pattern (Step 406), the predetermined code pattern (pattern number) in an attention code 
pattern group is changed (Step 407). 

[0077]For example, by 0 (white), when an attention code pattern is in agreement with (£) of 
drawing 19, the pattern number of a noticed picture element changes the pattern number 0 
of a noticed picture element into drawing 20 (f). that is, changes it into the pattern number 
lb (drawing 21). For example, when the pattern number of an attention code pattern of a 
noticed picture element corresponds with (d) of drawing 19 bv 4 (black), the pattern 
number 0 in an attention code pattern is changed into the pattern number of 1 d (drawing 
21). The above-mentioned processing is performed about all the attention code patterns 
(Step 408). 

[0078]The final image data of 600dpi corresponding to a noticed picture element is 
obtained from the pattern number (drawing 16) of a noticed picture element, and the 
changed pattern number (drawing 2 1) (Step 410). 

[0079] (Example 8) What is necessary is just to perform the above processing for every 
image component in the above-mentioned example, in the case of a color picture so that it 
may be publicly known although the monochrome picture of the black chisel was assumed, 
namely, data after performing raster deployment or definition conversion by 300dpi - a 
publicly known method - each color component (cyanogen), for example, C, M (magenta), Y 
(yellow), and K (black) - each time what is necessary is to separate into a plain and just 
to process drawing 26 for every plain 

[0080]here - the above 4 - although comparison using all (drawing 19) six specific code 
pattern groups may be performed about plain all, when searching for rapidity rather than 
the smoothing effect, about yellow with low visibility, the number of specific code pattern 
groups may be reduced. That is, the subset of a specific code pattern group is used. For 
example, about yellow, it stops only to comparison with two specific code pattern groups 
shown in drawing 19 (a) and (b). The process flow in this case should just replace the 
comparison step 405 in drawing 26 with "comparing the subset of all the attention code 
pattern groups and a specific code pattern group about an attention code pattern (pattern 
number sequences are compared)" only about yellow. 

[008l]Or about yellow, it may stop to the comparison only using A, without performing 
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comparison using the four above-mentioned attention code pattern groups A, B, and C and 
D (drawing 17 (c)). It is because the window for comparison has the smoothing effect also 
by one case as mentioned above. The process flow in this case should just replace the 
comparison step 405 in drawing 26 with "comparing the attention code pattern group A 
with all the specific code pattern groups about an attention code pattern (pattern number 
sequences are compared)" only about yellow. 

[0082]In the above-mentioned example, since the number of attention code pattern groups 
was lessened about yellow with low visibility, processing speed can be raised, suppressing 
the fall of the smoothing effect observed by the user. And if top priority is given to 
processing speed, about yellow, selection of not performing comparison with a specific code 
pattern group is also possible. 

[0083]Although the above-mentioned example showed application to a character, this 
invention is applicable to not only this but a graphics image, natural drawing, etc. 
[0084] (Example 9) This invention is not limited to the above-mentioned example, but 
software can also realize it. When software realizes this invention, As shown in drawing 27. 
CPU, a memory, a display, a hard disk, The computer system which consists of a keyboard, 
a CD-ROM drive, a scanner, etc. is prepared, and the program etc. which realize the image 
data generation function of this invention are recorded on the recording medium which 
CD-ROM etc. can computer read. And when performing image data generation processing 
of this invention, the program recorded on the above-mentioned recording medium is read, 
and the processing capability of this invention is realized by including in a part of OS by 
making this into a printer driver. The original image data used as a processing object is 
stored in the hard disk, the processing above-mentioned to this is performed, and image 
data higher-resolution than original image data is outputted to a printer etc. 
[0085] 

[Effect of the Invention]As mentioned above, since according to the invention of claim 1 
and 13 statements gradation number conversion is performed using the sorted threshold 
and a code pattern is referred to to the noticed picture element of original image data as 
explained, Image data higher-resolution than original image data can be generated at high 
speed, and a picture [ high definition / method / conventional / 2nd ] can be acquired. 
[0086]Since an error diffusion process is applied at the time of gradation number 
conversion according to the invention according to claim 2, high definition image data is 
generable. 

[0087] Since the dot arrangement of the code pattern in the same gradation value took 
arrangement of dot distributed type according to the invention according to claim 3, the 
number of code patterns can be lessened. 

[0088]Since the dot arrangement of the code pattern in the same gradation value took blue 
noise type arrangement according to the invention according to claim 4, the high definition 
image data which is equal to a high speed and an error diffusion process is generable. 
[0089]According to the invention according to claim 5, since the gradation number was 
made into the exponentiation of n when transmission of a gradation number was made 
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with n base, the amount of data transmitting per gradation number can be made into the 
minimum. 

[0090]According to the invention according to claim 6, by template matching, since the 2nd 
predetermined code pattern of an attention code pattern group is changed into the 3rd code 
pattern, the image data which it is higher-resolution than original image data, and 
smoothing required is generable at high speed. 

[0091] According to the invention according to claim 7, perform gradation number 
conversion by the host computer side, transmit a gradation number to an image output 
device, and an image output device generates image data higher-resolution than original 
image data with reference to a code pattern, and. Since a change to the 3rd code pattern is 
made, the final image data which could reduce the amount of data transmitting from a 
host to a printer, and smoothing required is generable at high speed. 

[0092]According to the invention according to claim 8, since the 3rd code pattern that is the 
target of change differs from all of the code pattern corresponding to a pixel, as a result of 
extending a code pattern, the high smoothing effect can be acquired. 

[0093] Since two or more attention code pattern groups are used according to the invention 
according to claim 9, the high smoothing effect can be acquired. 

[0094]Since the number of specific code pattern groups was lessened about at least one of 
the color components of original image data according to the invention according to claim 
10, processing speed can be raised suppressing the influence on the smoothing effect. 
[0095]Processing speed can be raised suppressing the influence on the smoothing effect, 
since the number of attention code pattern groups was lessened about at least one of the 
color components of original image data according to the invention according to claim 11. 
[0096]Processing speed can be raised suppressing the fall of the smoothing effect observed 
by the user, since one color component was made into yellow with low visibility according 
to the invention according to claim 12. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing ll The composition of Example 1 of this invention is shown. 
[Drawing 2lThe threshold matrix of 4x4 used by gradation number conversion 
(intermediate color processing) is shown. 

[Drawing 31(a) - (d) is a figure explaining the 1st conventional method. 
[Drawing 4] (a) - (d) is a figure explaining the 2nd conventional method. 
[Drawing 51 (a) • (d) is a figure explaining this example. 
[Drawing 6l A code pattern matrix is shown. 

[Drawing 7l lt is a processing flow chart of Example 1 of this invention. 

[Drawing 8]It is a processing flow chart of threshold-matrix creation of Example 1 of this 

invention. 

[Drawing 9]lt is a processing flow chart of the code pattern matrix preparation of Example 
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1 of this invention. 

[Drawing lQlIt is a threshold matrix which constitutes Example 2 of this invention. 
[Drawing ll]It is a figure explaining Example 3 at the time of applying this invention to an 
error diffusion method. 

[Drawing 12l lt is a processing flow chart of Example 3 of this invention. 

[Drawing 13l The threshold matrix of dot distributed type is shown. 

[Drawing 14lThe code pattern matrix of Example 4 of this invention is shown. 

[Drawing 15llt is a processing flow chart of Example 6 of this invention. 

[Drawing 16lThe code pattern matrix used in Example 7 of this invention is shown. 

[Drawing 17]Raster deployment of the vector font of the black character "sentence" is 

carried out, and the left half of the code pattern obtained by the procedure of Example 1 is 

shown. 

[Drawing 18l The right half of a "sentence" is shown. 

[Drawing 191 (a) - (0 shows a specific code pattern group. 

[Drawing 201 (a) ■ (i) shows the code pattern group after change. 

[Drawing 2llThe code pattern and pattern number which were added are shown. 

[Drawing 22lThe processing result at the time of taking the window A for comparison is 

shown about drawing 17 and all the attention code patterns of 18. 

[Drawing 23lThe processing result at the time of taking the window B for comparison is 
shown about drawing 17 and all the attention code patterns of 18. 

[Drawing 24]The processing result at the time of taking the window C for comparison is 
shown about drawing 17 and all the attention code patterns of 18. 

[Drawing 25]The processing result at the time of taking the window D for comparison is 
shown about drawing 17 and all the attention code patterns of 18. 
[Drawing 26llt is a processing flow chart of Example 7 of this invention. 
[Drawing 27l The composition of Example 9 of this invention is shown. 
[Description of Notations] 

1 Image data 

2 Threshold matrix 

3 Code pattern storage 

4 Printing data 

5 Processing unit 

6 Printer 



[Translation done.] 
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